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Policing the LGBTQ Community 
	Lesbians, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people often suffer in the hands of the very people who are supposed to protect them including their families and the police. With regards to the police, it is evident that despite the increased sophistication and improvement in the police service, the police still actively participate in upholding power relations, maintaining conventional notions of morality, and maintaining sexual conformity. Instead of protecting the LGBTQ community, current policing strategies and perspectives endanger the member of the LGBTQ community. The situation causes great suffering for the community and needs urgent correction. 
	First, as a social justice issue, the tide is of police brutality is quickly changing. While traditionally, racial minorities have been at the center of police brutality, the tide is changing. Currently, despite the statutory legality of homosexuality in the country, the LGBTQ community is emerging as a key target for police brutality. Police officers are likely to mistreat individuals under their custody if they have knowledge that the individuals are either homosexual or transgender. Physical assault and verbal harassment with words taunting them for sexual orientation are the main forms of mistreatment. However, cases of police officers forcing these individuals to perform sexual acts to avoid apprehension have also emerged. Additionally, transgender individuals are often a subject of consistent misgendering by the police department (Dworkin & Yi, 2003). An attempt by these individuals to limit the harassment would often result in greater verbal and physical assault. Members of the LGBTQ community are also more likely to be incarcerated than any other individuals in America (Rosenberg, 2017). The high rate of incarceration in even worse for transgender and non-gender conforming individuals. Transgender women often take masculine characteristics hence their high likelihood of apprehension. Furthermore, owing to the public distaste of LGBTQ individuals in some American communities, such individuals are often subject to apprehension or police mishandling due to public demand even though they have not committed any crimes. 
	Furthermore, American law grossly fails to protect members of the LGBTQ community. While American law is dedicated to protecting all her citizens, it fails greatly in this regard. While it is common knowledge that the larger part of the population is conservative with regards to the LGBTQ subject and will, therefore, be hostile towards such individuals, the law does not put in measures to specifically protect these individuals. For instance, children with a non-conventional sexual orientation or those who do not conform to their genders are often mistreated by their parents or even banished. The same children are subject to unfair treatment in school (Mountz, 2011). Despite the challenges, they cannot approach the police in fear of further harassment. As such, these children often end up with mental illnesses like depression and academic difficulties. The law fails to appreciate and anticipate these challenges. The situation is worse for homeless individuals. They are harassed and abused by other homeless individuals and have no one to protect them. This aspect partly explains the high rates of suicide among members of the LGBTQ community. Even in police custody, these individuals fail to receive the necessary extra protection from harassment by fellow inmates. Additionally, the police force has often failed to provide adequate protection and security for advocates of the LGBTQ community in demonstrations and other public activities in the quest for justice (Rosenberg, 2017). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In essence, policing failures put the members of the LGBTQ community at great risk. They also put them in an awkward position and predispose them to extreme abuse while denying them avenues for seeking justice. This situation is one that requires immediate change. It is important for policing departments to appreciate the presence of the LGBTQ community and their needs. Policing departments need to review their gender documentation practices to have a provision for transgender persons. Police officers also require adequate training on these matters and dealing with LGBTQ personalities. It is also important for the country to review laws at both state and federal levels to provide greater protection for people with gender conformity issues and those with unconventional sexual orientations. The establishment of offices where these individuals can receive immediate aid will also be helpful. 
Critical Thinking Question:
The introduction of offices or departments to explicitly handle LGBT matters or where LGBT persons can find immediate aid in America is long overdue
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